HISTORY OF ARIZONA WOMEN
EXTRACTED FROM SPEECH GIVEN BY
CHIEF JUDGE MARY MURPHY SCHROEDER
TO THE ARIZONA WOMEN LAWYERS
27th Annual Convention - Manning House - November 3, 2006
AS TIME GOES BY

I WANT TO TELL YOU OUR STORY. IT ALL GOES BACKTO A
WONDERFUL WOMAN WHOM I CALL THE MOTHER OF US ALL,
JUSTICE LORNA LOCKWOOD. LORNA’S FATHER WAS A JUSTICE
OF THE ARIZONA SUPREME COURT IN THE MID 40'S, AND LORNA
WAS ON THE SUPREME COURT WHEN I MOVED HERE IN 1969. SHE
HAD BEEN THE FIRST WOMAN EVER TO SERVE AS THE CHIEF
JUSTICE OF A STATE SUPREME COURT. SHE FLEW WITH HER
FRIEND, ATTORNEY VIRGINIA HASH, ALL OVER THE STATE
CAMPAIGNING. VIRGINIA WAS A WASP FLYER FROM WWII AND
HAD A LITTLE PLANE. THEY FLEW TO TOWNS WITH
SOROPTIMIST CLUBS , AND THE CLUBS WERE HER ENTREE INTO
THE POWER STRUCTURES OF THE COMMUNITIES. SOROPTIMIST
WAS FOUNDED AS A WOMEN’S COUNTERPART TO ROTARY

ALTHOUGH MEN ARE NOW ELIGIBLE TO JOIN. I AM TO THIS DAY

A SOROPTIMIST IN HONOR OF LORNA.



LORNA ENCOURAGED ME TO INTERVIEW FOR A JOB WITH
LEWIS AND ROCA. SOME YEARS LATER, I WAS THE ONLY WOMAN
PARTNER IN A MAJOR PHOENIX FIRM. LORNA RETIRED FROM
THE ARIZONA SUPREME COURT AND SHE WANTED ME TO TAKE
HER PLACE. 1 HADN’T BEEN IN PRACTICE IN ARIZONA FOR THE
TEN YEARS REQUIRED TO SERVE ON THE SUPREME COURT.
UNDAUNTED, LORNA SOON DISCOVERED THAT THERE WAS TO BE
A RETIREMENT FROM THE STATE COURT OF APPEALS, AND THAT
THERE WAS ONLY A FIVE-YEAR ARIZONA PRACTICE
REQUIREMENT FOR THAT POSITION. SHE TOLD ME TO APPLY
FOR THAT SEAT, NOTING THAT BECAUSE MERIT SELECTION HAD
BEEN ADOPTED IN ARIZONA AND I WOULD NOT HAVE TO
CAMPAIGN. AND THAT IS HOW 1 GOT MY FIRST JUDICIAL
POSITION.

FIVE YEARS LATER, WHEN JIMMY CARTER WAS
ATTEMPTING TO DIVERSIFY THE FEDERAL BENCH, HE LOOKED
TO WOMEN ON STATE COURT APPELLATE JUDGES AND THERE
WEREN'T MANY (THE BEST ESTIMATE AT THE TIME WAS ABOUT

ELEVEN). AS A RESULT OF CARTER’S DIVERSIFICATION, AND



WITH THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF LORNA LOCKWOOD, I WENT TO
THE NINTH CIRCUIT. LORNA’S COLLEAGUE IN CRIME IN ALL OF
THIS AND THE DOMINANT MALE FORCE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF WOMEN IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION IN ARIZONA, WAS, OF
COURSE, MY PARTNER AND MENTOR, THE LATE GREAT ARIZONA
LAWYER, AND ATTORNEY FOR ERNESTO MIRANDA, JOHN FRANK.

WHEN I WENT TO THE NINTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS,
THE GOVERNOR OF ARIZONA WAS BRUCE BABBITT WHO WAS
THE HUSBAND OF ONE OF MY GOOD FRIENDS IN THE PRACTICE
OF LAW IN ARIZONA, HATTIE BABBITT. BRUCE WAS A
DEMOCRAT, BUT HE NEEDED TO APPOINT A REPUBLICAN TO MY
POSITION ON THE COURT OF APPEALS, BECAUSE HE HAD
APPOINTED TOO MANY DEMOCRATS TO THE TRIAL BENCH, AND
HE ALSO NEEDED TO APPOINT A WOMAN. HE THEREFORE, NOT
TERRIBLY SURPRISINGLY, APPOINTED THE MOST OUTSTANDING
WOMAN SERVING ON THE MARICOPA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
AT THAT TIME, A FORMER LEGISLATOR AND FORMER LAWYER
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE, SANDRA DAY

O’CONNOR.






